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BASIC ABSTRACT: 

FR 2758872 A UPAB : 19980911 

The casing consists of a covering structure made from a main layer of a 
microporous insulating material (3), held under a vacuum against a 
relatively rigid supporting layer by an outer layer (2) of an 
elasto-plastic material. The casing can incorporate its own supporting 
layer, and the outer layer (2) is stuck to it round the edges. 

The microporous material is in the form of strips made of a silicic 
powder and ceramic reinforcing fibres, compacted into a three-dimensional 
coherent structure of high porosity, contained in a gas-permeable 
envelope. The pressure inside the microporous material is between 0.5 and 
100 mb. In a variant of the design the pipeline cover can be tunnel-shaped 
and fitted after the pipeline has been laid. 

ADVANTAGE - Reduced heat losses and more convenient to install. 
Maintains the oil warm for a long duration. 
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